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SUBJECT: UPDATE ON STUDENT/TEACHER ACTIVITIES 

1. SUMMARY: STRIKING LYCEE TEACHERS IN PHNOM PENH ARE 
BEGINNING TO DEVELOP A MORE SOLID ORGANIZATIONAL BASE BOTH 
WITHIN INDIVIDUAL SCHOOLS AND ON A CITY- WIDE LEVEL. THE 
KHMER TEACHERS ASSOCIATION, WHICH HAS A NATIONWIDE MEMBER- 
SHIP, IS ALSO HOLDING ITS ANNUAL GENERAL ASSEMBLY THIS 
WEEKEND AND LYCEE STUDENTS HAVE PASSED A MOTION CALLING 
EOR GOVERNMENT ACTION TO HALT INELATION. THE ATMOSPHERE, 
HOWEVER, REMAINS CALM AND THERE ARE NO INDICATIONS AT 
PRESENT OE PUBLIC DISTURGANCES OR ANTI-GOVERNMENT AGITA- 
TION. END SUMMARY. 

2. DURING THE PAST WEEK TEACHERS AT MANY OE PHNOM PENH'S 
LYCEES HAVE HELD MEETINGS TO DRAW UP RESOLUTIONS DETAILING 
THEIR COST OE LIVING COMPLAINTS AND CALLING UPON THE GOV- 
ERNMENT TO INCREASE SALARIES IN PROPORTION TO PRICE 

RISES. THE RESOLUTION OE THE TEACHERS OE LYCEE DAUN PENH, 

ON OF THE LARGEST, POINTS OUT THAT MONTHLY EXPENSES EOR 
BASIC NECESSITIES, NOT INCLUDING CLOTHES AND MEDICINES, 
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AMOUNT TO 38,200 RIELS. A TEAHCER WITH EIVE CHILDREN 
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RECEIVES ONLY 16,000 RIELS IN SALARY AND ALLOWANCES PER 
MONTH, IT CLAIMS, THUS LEAVING A DEEICIT OF 22,200 RIELS. 

THE TEACHERS AT DAUN PENH ALSO DECIDED NOT TO RETURN TO 
WORK UNTIL THE GOVERNMENT TAKES ACTION MAKING IT POSSIBLE 
EOR THEM TO ENJOY AND ACCEPTABLE STANDARD OE LIVING. 
TEACHERS AT OTHER SCHOOLS CAME UP WITH SLIGHTLY DIEEERENT 
EIGURES AS A RESULT OE DIEEERENT METHODS OE CALCULATION 
BUT ALL ARE WITHIN A SIMILAR RANGE. 

3. TEACHERS AT MOST SCHOOLS ALSO CHOSE DELEGATES TO A 
GENERAL MEETING WHICH TOOK PLACE AT THE LYCEE 18 MARCH 
ON DECEMBER 20. AT THIS MEETING A CENTRAL COMMITTEE TO 
COORDINATE THE ACTIVITIES OE TEACHERS AT ALL LYCEES IN 
PHNOM PENH WAS CHOSEN. IT WAS ALSO DECIDED THAT ANOTHER 
MEETING WILL BE HELD ON MONDAY, DECEMBER 24. AT THAT TIME, 
AETER THE DELEGATES HAVE CONEERRED WITH TEACHERS AT THIF.R 
INDIVIDUAL SCHOOLS, A VOTE WILL BE TAKEN ON WHETHER TO 
CONTINUE THES TRIKE UNTIL THE GOVERNMENT TAKES ACTION ON 
THEIR DEMANDS OR TO RETURN TO WORK WITH A EIXED DATE 
AETER WHICH THE STRIKE WOULD RESUME IE THE GOVERNMENT 
TAILS TO ACT TO THEIR SATISFACTION. THE ATMOSPHERE AT 

THE MEETING WAS REPORTEDLY RESTRAINED AND BUSINESSLIKE 
AND THERE WAS NO INDICATION OE ANY ATTEMPT TO GIVE THE 
MOVEMENT A MORE POLITICAL BENT. 

4. ANOTHER TEACHERS MEETING, THIS ONE A GENERAL ASSEMBLY 
OE THE KHMER TEACHERS ASSOCIATION, HAS BEEN CALLED EOR 
DECEMBER 22 AND 23. THE MAIN PURPOSE OE THIS MEETING IS 

TO CHOOSE NEW OFEICERS FOR THE ASSOCIATION, WHICH GROUPS 
PRIMARY, SECONDARY, AND UNIVERSITY LEVEL TEACHERS EROM 
THROUGHOUT THE COUNTRY. IN THE PAST THE TEACHERS ASSOCI- 
ATION HAS BEEN A CONSERVATIVE,ESTABLISHMENT-ORIENTED 
ORGANIZATION AND MANY OF THE CURRENT OFEICERS, INCLUDING 
THE PRESIDENT, ARE EDUCATION MINISTRY OFEICIALS. IT IS NOT 
CLEAR HOW THE STRIKE ATMOSPHERE WILL AEEECT THE SELECTION 
OE NEW OEEICERS BUT THERE IS SOME SPECULATION THAT A 
MORE AGGRESSIVE AND INDEPENDENT-MINDED GROUP MAY ASSUME 
CONTROL. 

5. MEANWHILE THE ASSOCIATION OE SECONDARY STUDENTS ON 
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DECEMBER 18 PASSED A MOTION ADDRESSED TO THE PRESIDENT 
OE THE REPUBLIC. THIS MOTION NOTES THE CURRENT AGITATION 
BY BOTH STUDENTS AND TEACHERS AT SECONDARY SCHOOLS AND 
ASKS THE PRESIDENT TO TAKE MEASURES TO LOWER THE PRICES 
OE SCHOLASTIC MATERIALS, KEEP OTHER PRICES AT AN ACCEPTABLE 
LEVEL, AND ESTABLISH A SPECIAL STUDENT PRICE FOR PUBLIC 
TRANSPORT. 

ENDERS 
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